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2023: Major Disaster Days

SoCal: Complex terrain, 2nd largest population in the nation, high-profile areas, diverse structures
=

Prone to Disasters!
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NWS LA/Oxnard Public Information Statement – April 1, 2024
STATS!

...WETTEST BACK-TO-BACK WATER YEARS 
(10/1/22-9/30/23 & 10/1/23-9/30/24)

IN DOWNTOWN LOS ANGELES (DTLA)
SINCE THE LATE 1800S (1890)!!!...

2022-2023 water year was 7th-wettest on record, including 8th-wettest January, 7th-wettest 
March, and wettest August (Tropical Storm Hilary).

2023-2024 water year – Four major storm systems in February 2024, including 4th-wettest 
calendar day in any February with 4.10 inches of rain.

Top five wettest back-to-back rain seasons in Downtown Los Angeles:
1. 54.10" from Oct 1888 through Sep 1890.
2. 52.46" from Oct 2022 through Mar 2024 (with 6 months left).
3. 50.86" from Oct 1977 through Sep 1979
4. 50.44" from Oct 2004 through Sep 2006
5. 50.29" from Oct 1882 through Sep 1884

Normal 2-year precipitation in DTLA: 28.50”
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Historic rainstorm brought destructive flooding and landslides early February 2024.
Starting 2/4, a powerful Atmospheric River deluged Downtown LA with a 

3-day rainfall total of 8.51 inches – the highest since 1938 and 2nd-highest since records began 1877!

Top 10 DTLA Precipitation Events
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# of Storm Reports Per Month
Counting:

50%!

Top 10 Dates
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80%!
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# of Flash Flood Reports Per Month
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Credit: YouTube
Videos show California flooding, storm damage
CBS News
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HIGH RISK from the Weather Prediction Center
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Ye
ar

HIGH RISKS and MODERATE RISKS (Potential Flood Disasters)
from the Weather Prediction Center for NWS LA/Oxnard Area
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WPC HIGH RISK Counts Map (Potential Flood Disasters)

# High Risks 2/2/19-8/8/24
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California is a Focus 
for Billion-Dollar 

Weather & Climate 
Disasters! 

Billion-Dollar Flooding 
Disaster Cost 2023-2024

Billion-Dollar 
Weather & Climate 
Disasters in 2023

Billion-Dollar 
Weather and 

Climate 
Disaster Cost 

1980-2024 
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Credit: Archive National Sector SPC Hourly Mesoscale Analysis, 2/4/24-2/6/24
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Credit: Archive National Sector SPC Hourly Mesoscale Analysis, 2/4/24-2/6/24
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Credit: Archive National Sector SPC Hourly Mesoscale Analysis, 2/4/24-2/6/24
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Credit: Archive National Sector SPC Hourly Mesoscale Analysis, 2/4/24-2/6/24
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Credit: Archive National Sector SPC Hourly Mesoscale Analysis, 2/4/24-2/6/24
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Credit: Archive National Sector SPC Hourly Mesoscale Analysis, 2/4/24-2/6/24
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February 4, 2024
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First ever Southern California Tropical Workshop (May 2024) attended by three dozen partners with 
significant NWS attendance including from the National Hurricane Center.

Regular Communication

● BEFORE weather events, NWS & Core Partners strengthen connections
○ Seasonal preparedness activities, joint exercises, learning about each other’s needs

● Why?
○ Core Partners (e.g., EMs) directly support disaster response…
○ Weather plays a huge role in disasters!

■ Core Partners can make better-informed decisions when advised by
NWS expert Meteorologists…

■ So, better disaster response comes from stronger NWS-Partner relationships
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City of Los Angeles EMD designated space in the Planning Section of the EOC
NWS deployed Meteorologists to provide IDSS, eye-to-eye with Core Partners for major events

● Leveraging NWS-Core Partner relationships
○ Coordinating ahead of the storm

■ NWS provides briefings, forecast info, watches, warnings, advisories
■ Weather forecast influences Core Partner staffing and operations tempo

● Core Partner upstaffing can increase preparedness
● NWS positions resources to meet partner needs, including deployments to EOCs

Preparing for the Event
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The Event: Eye to Eye in LA

● EOC activates when NWS forecasts high-impact weather 
○ NWS deploys Meteorologists to EOC, getting Eye-To-Eye with Partners 

● NWS ensures City of LA EMD is prepared for disaster response
○ Saving lives and property!
○ NWS expertise at Press and Mayoral briefings adds credibility and 

urgency to facilitate effective public response
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The Event: Eye to Eye in LA

● NWS LA/Oxnard brought in NWS personnel from NWS Portland, OR and 
NWS Seattle, WA who redeployed to the Santa Barbara County and LA 
County EOCs, respectively.

● Five members of the NWS LA/Oxnard team also deployed to the EOCs

● 7 NWS team members were eye-to-eye with partners at four EOCs nearly 
continuously during activations starting February 4.
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Ventura County Star

"This time, however, let us pause to also give praise 
to those who alerted us to the coming danger and 
enabled us to prepare. In the days leading up to the 
prolonged storm, the meteorologists at the National 
Weather Service office in Oxnard spared no caution 
in their forecasts. A ‘life-threatening’ event was on 
its way, they warned, and they were spot on."
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